
IN THE UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT
FOR THE NORTHERN DISTRICT OF ALABAMA

SOUTHERN DIVISION

JOHN F. KNIGHT, JR., and ALEASE S.
SIMS, et al., individually and on behalf of
others similarly situated,

Plaintiffs and Plaintiffs-Intervenors,

UNITED STATES OF AMERICA,

Plaintiff-Intervenor,

v.

THE STATE OF ALABAMA, et al., 

Defendants. 

*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
* Civil Action No.
* 2:83-cv-1676-HLM
*
*
*
*

KNIGHT-SIMS PLAINTIFFS’ MOTION FOR LEAVE TO SERVE
FIRST DISCOVERY REQUEST FOR

HEARING TO EXTEND THE TERM OF THE REMEDIAL DECREES

Plaintiffs John F. Knight, Jr., and Alease S. Sims, et al., through undersigned counsel,

move for leave immediately to serve the discovery request attached to this motion.  As grounds

for their motion, plaintiffs would show as follows:

1.  This Court’s order entered October 31, 2005, (Doc. 3363) requires parties filing

objections to termination of the Remedial Decrees to propose a schedule for conducting

discovery prior to a hearing on said objections.  The responses to the objections and

corresponding counter-proposed discovery schedules are not due until January 6, 2006.

2.  Plaintiffs have proposed a ninety-day discovery schedule.  By this motion, plaintiffs

propose that the ninety days commence immediately, allowing service of the attached discovery
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request.  However, plaintiffs propose that the thirty-day period for responding to the discovery

request not commence until January 6.

3.  The object of this motion is to expedite the discovery needed to prepare for a prompt

hearing by providing the parties now with the information and documents plaintiffs seek through

discovery, so that the process of collecting the information can begin immediately.  Among other

things, prompt receipt of all the information requested may make it possible for plaintiffs’ expert

witnesses to be prepared for depositions within the ninety-day period, should any party be

permitted to take their depositions.

WHEREFORE, plaintiffs pray that the Court will enter an order forthwith requiring the

defendants immediately to accept service of the discovery request attached to this motion and

requiring them to respond thereto no later than March 2, 2006.

Respectfully submitted November 30, 2005,

SARAH L. THOMPSON
Ala. Bar Code: ASB-1465-N74S
P.O Box 947
Northport, AL  35476
Telephone: (205) 339-4621
fax: (205) 339-3219
E-mail: thompsonsue@bellsouth.net

DEMETRIUS NEWTON
Ala. Bar Code: ASB-9763-O73D
P.O. Box 2525
Birmingham, AL 35202
(205) 254-2369
fax: (205) 324-0511
E-mail: wilberforc@aol.com

  s/ James U. Blacksher     
JAMES U. BLACKSHER
Ala. Bar Code: ASB-2381-S82J
P.O. Box 636
Birmingham AL 35201
Telephone: 205-591-7238
Fax: 866-845-4395
E-mail: jblacksher@ns.sympatico.ca

SUSAN J. WATTERSON
Ala. Bar Code: ASB-7384-S77S
2610 19th Street South
Birmingham, Alabama 35209 
Telephone: (205) 871-3980 
Fax: (205) 871-4725 
E-mail: tax_lawyer@bellsouth.net

Attorneys for the Knight-Sims plaintiffs
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CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE

I hereby certify that November 30, 2005, I electronically filed the foregoing with the
Clerk of the Court using the CM/ECF system which will send notification of such filing to the
following:

Alice H Martin, US Attorney
alice.martin@usdoj.gov

Edward S Allen
eallen@balch.com

David R Boyd
dboyd@balch.com

Larry E Craven
lcraven@alsde.edu

William F Gardner
wfg@cabaniss.com

Edgar R Haden
ehaden@balch.com

Robert D Hunter
rob.hunter@altec.com

Carl E Johnson, Jr
carljohnson@bishopcolvin .com

Michael G Kendrick
kendrick@evgwlaw.com

Robin G Laurie
rlaurie@balch.com

Norma M Lemley
nlemley@uasystem.ua.edu

Fred D. Gray
fgray@glsmgn.com

Fournier J. Gale, III

Thomas M Lovett
tmlovett@una.edu

Candis A McGowan
cmcgowan@saxonattorneys.com

Demetrius C Newton
Wilberforc@aol.com

Robert W Rieder
riederr@email.uah.edu

Braxton Schell, Jr
wbschell@bellsouth.net

Reginald L Sorrells
rsorrells@alsde.edu

William K Thomas
wkt@cabaniss.com

Sarah L Thompson
thompsonsue@bellsouth.net

Susan J Watterson
tax_lawyer@bellsouth.net

Joe R Whatley, Jr
jwhatley@whatleydrake.com

R M Woodrow
RMWOODROWFDC@aol.

Armand Derfner
aderfner@dawlegal.com

Solomon S. Seay, Jr.
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bgale@maynardcooper.com

Edward A. Hosp
thosp@maynardcooper.com

C A Gonzalez
cag@gonzalez-law.com

lschanc@aol.com

James L. Mitchell
jmitchell@maynardcooper.com

Jean Walker Tucker
jwtucker@usouthal.edu

I hereby certify that I have mailed by United States Postal Service the document to the
following non-CM/ECF participants:

Richard F Calhoun
FAULK WATKINS CLOWER & COX
PO Box 489
Troy, AL 36081

Jeffery A Foshee
Edward M. George
FOSHEE & GEORGE LLC
900 South Perry Street, Suite B
Montgomery, AL 36104

Jeremiah Glassman
US DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE-CIVIL
RIGHTS DIVISION
Patrick Henry Building, Suite 4300
950 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW
Washington, DC 20530

Respectfully submitted,

  s/ James U. Blacksher     
JAMES U. BLACKSHER
Ala. Bar Code: ASB-2381-S82J
P.O. Box 636
Birmingham AL 35201
Telephone: 205-591-7238
Fax: 866-845-4395
E-mail: jblacksher@ns.sympatico.ca


