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IN THE UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT
FOR THE NORTHERN DISTRICT OF ALABAMA

SOUTHERN DIVISION

JOHN F. KNIGHT, JR., and ALEASE S.
SIMS, et al., individually and on behalf of
others similarly situated,

Plaintiffs and Plaintiffs-Intervenors,

UNITED STATES OF AMERICA,

Plaintiff-Intervenor,

v.

THE STATE OF ALABAMA, et al., 

Defendants. 

*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
* Civil Action No.
* 2:83-cv-1676-HLM
*
*
*
*

KNIGHT-SIMS PLAINTIFFS’ FIRST DISCOVERY REQUEST PRIOR TO
HEARING ON EXTENDING THE TERM OF THE REMEDIAL DECREES

Plaintiffs John F. Knight, Jr., and Alease S. Sims, et al., through undersigned counsel,

pursuant to Rules 33 and 34, Fed.R.Civ.P., make the following discovery requests, separately and

severally, to each defendant.  Written responses and documents should be delivered to James U.

Blacksher, P.O. Box 636, Birmingham, AL 35201, or electronically to Mr. Blacksher’s email

address below.

We have attempted to address our requests to the particular defendants most likely to

have the designated information.  However, if any other defendants have ready access to the

information or documents requested, they should respond as well.

Where possible, plaintiffs request that tabulated data be provided in Microsoft Excel

computer readable format.  Where the data are only available in some other computer readable
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format, plaintiffs request that they be provided in both printed and computer readable forms.

1.  Requests to the Governor, the Alabama Commission on Higher Education and its

members, the State Finance Director and the State of Alabama Executive Budget

Office: For each year from 2000-01 to the present, please provide:

a. The actual student unit record data used to generate student source

surveys, institutional student profiles, etc., providing for each student for

each year, all data, including race and other demographic data, course

enrollment data and degree attainment data.

b. The annual “high school reports” disaggregated by race.

2. Requests to the State Board of Education, State Superintendent of Education and

State of Alabama, Department of Education: For each year from 1985 to the

present, please provide:

a. The number of high school graduates in Alabama, disaggregated by:

i. County;

ii. Race;

iii. Eligibility for free or reduced cost lunch status;

iv. Enrolling in an institution of higher education:

(1) in the year of graduation from high school;

(2) in a subsequent year;

(3) in a four-year institution;

(a) and ultimately earning a bachelor’s degree;

(4) in a two-year institution;
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(a) and ultimately completing the course of instruction;

(b) and ultimately transferring to a bachelor degree

granting institution;

(5) in Alabama;

(6) outside Alabama.

3. Requests to each defendant institution of higher education.  Please provide the

following for each year from 2000 to the present:

a. For each student, please provide:

i. Race and gender;

ii. Class level (freshman, sophomore, etc.);

iii. High school from which he or she graduated (if applicable);

iv. Total cost of attendance;

v. Effective family contribution calculated by the U.S. Department of

Education, Office of Federal Student Aid (ED-OFSA), from data

submitted on the FAFSA);

vi. Total need, as calculated by ED-OFSA;

vii. Total grants and scholarships received from all sources;

viii. Total federal and state College Work Study awards;

ix. Total federal and state loan amounts;

x. Total private (non federal or state) loan amounts;

b. The graduation rate survey data reported annually to the U.S. Department

of Education, disaggregated by race.
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c. The number of applicants for admission, disaggregated by race and by in-

state or out-of-state residence;

d. The number of applicants for financial aid, disaggregated by race and by

in-state or out-of-state residence;

e. Fall term headcount and full-time-equivalent student enrollment,

disaggregated by race, by class level and by in-state or out-of-state

residence;

f. Amount of in-state and out-of-state tuition charged and amount of required

fees;

g. Amounts of need-based financial aid awarded, disaggregated by race, by

class level and by in-state or out-of-state residence, from the following

sources:

i. State of Alabama, indicating separately amounts awarded through

different state program sources;

ii. Federal Government, indicating separately amounts awarded

through Pell grants and other federal sources, including federal

loans;

iii. Your institutional budget, indicating separately amounts awarded

through different institutional program sources;

iv. All other public and private sources.

h. Amounts of merit-based financial aid awarded, disaggregated by race, by

class level and by in-state or out-of-state residence, from the following



5

sources:

i. State of Alabama, indicating separately amounts awarded through

different state program sources;

ii. Federal Government, indicating separately amounts awarded

through federal program sources;

iii. Your institutional budget, indicating separately amounts awarded

through different institutional program sources;

iv. All other public and private sources.

i. Institutional policies for creating and negotiating financial aid packages

and for allocating institutionally-administered dollars.

j. Matriculation rates of first-time freshmen by race and financial aid status.

k. Describe how the institution budgets for financial aid, and the extent to

which development efforts are focused on raising funds for scholarships.

(E.g., does the institution have a target of having some percentage of all

gifts earmarked for need-based and merit-based financial aid?)

l. The number of students:

i. eligible for a full Pell grant, 

ii. eligible for a partial Pell grant, 

iii.  not Pell grant eligible.

m. Describe how you make K-12 students aware of financial aid opportunities

at your institution, and identify every secondary school and public school

system to whom you provide this information.
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n. Please produce for inspection and copying all formal or informal studies

and/or reports, produced either internally or externally, discussing how

availability of additional financial aid would increase recruiting,

enrollment and graduation opportunities at your institution.

o. Please supplement your responses to the Knight-Sims plaintiffs discovery

request regarding compliance with the April 3, 2002, order served

originally on July 17, 2003.  (Copy attached.)  When supplementing your

response to interrogatory number 6, please include in your identification of

each black faculty member and administrator his or her name, year hired,

department, position title, academic discipline, academic rank, tenure

status, campus phone number, and campus e-mail address.  You may

incorporate by specific reference in your responses to this discovery

request information that has been included in your annual reports to the

Court.

Respectfully submitted November 30, 2005,

SARAH L. THOMPSON
Ala. Bar Code: ASB-1465-N74S
P.O Box 947
Northport, AL  35476
Telephone: (205) 339-4621
fax: (205) 339-3219
E-mail: thompsonsue@bellsouth.net

DEMETRIUS NEWTON
Ala. Bar Code: ASB-9763-O73D
P.O. Box 2525

  s/ James U. Blacksher     
JAMES U. BLACKSHER
Ala. Bar Code: ASB-2381-S82J
P.O. Box 636
Birmingham AL 35201
Telephone: 205-591-7238
Fax: 866-845-4395
E-mail: jblacksher@ns.sympatico.ca

SUSAN J. WATTERSON
Ala. Bar Code: ASB-7384-S77S
2610 19th Street South
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Birmingham, AL 35202
(205) 254-2369
fax: (205) 324-0511
E-mail: wilberforc@aol.com

Birmingham, Alabama 35209 
Telephone: (205) 871-3980 
Fax: (205) 871-4725 
E-mail: tax_lawyer@bellsouth.net

Attorneys for the Knight-Sims plaintiffs

CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE

I hereby certify that November 30, 2005, I electronically filed the foregoing with the
Clerk of the Court using the CM/ECF system which will send notification of such filing to the
following:

Alice H Martin, US Attorney
alice.martin@usdoj.gov

Edward S Allen
eallen@balch.com

David R Boyd
dboyd@balch.com

Larry E Craven
lcraven@alsde.edu

William F Gardner
wfg@cabaniss.com

Edgar R Haden
ehaden@balch.com

Robert D Hunter
rob.hunter@altec.com

Carl E Johnson, Jr
carljohnson@bishopcolvin .com

Michael G Kendrick
kendrick@evgwlaw.com

Robin G Laurie
rlaurie@balch.com

Thomas M Lovett
tmlovett@una.edu

Candis A McGowan
cmcgowan@saxonattorneys.com

Demetrius C Newton
Wilberforc@aol.com

Robert W Rieder
riederr@email.uah.edu

Braxton Schell, Jr
wbschell@bellsouth.net

Reginald L Sorrells
rsorrells@alsde.edu

William K Thomas
wkt@cabaniss.com

Sarah L Thompson
thompsonsue@bellsouth.net

Susan J Watterson
tax_lawyer@bellsouth.net

Joe R Whatley, Jr
jwhatley@whatleydrake.com
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Norma M Lemley
nlemley@uasystem.ua.edu

Fred D. Gray
fgray@glsmgn.com

Fournier J. Gale, III
bgale@maynardcooper.com

Edward A. Hosp
thosp@maynardcooper.com

C A Gonzalez
cag@gonzalez-law.com

R M Woodrow
RMWOODROWFDC@aol.

Armand Derfner
aderfner@dawlegal.com

Solomon S. Seay, Jr.
lschanc@aol.com

James L. Mitchell
jmitchell@maynardcooper.com

Jean Walker Tucker
jwtucker@usouthal.edu

I hereby certify that I have mailed by United States Postal Service the document to the
following non-CM/ECF participants:

Richard F Calhoun
FAULK WATKINS CLOWER & COX
PO Box 489
Troy, AL 36081

Jeffery A Foshee
Edward M. George
FOSHEE & GEORGE LLC
900 South Perry Street, Suite B
Montgomery, AL 36104

Jeremiah Glassman
US DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE-CIVIL
RIGHTS DIVISION
Patrick Henry Building, Suite 4300
950 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW
Washington, DC 20530

Respectfully submitted,

  s/ James U. Blacksher     
JAMES U. BLACKSHER
Ala. Bar Code: ASB-2381-S82J
P.O. Box 636
Birmingham AL 35201
Telephone: 205-591-7238
Fax: 866-845-4395
E-mail: jblacksher@ns.sympatico.ca


